
By Cynthia richardson
Beacon Correspondent

Northwest Florida State
College may find itself with a few
more dogs on campus.
Healing Paws for Warriors, a

nonprofit corporation that pro-
vides service dogs to military vet-
erans, has partnered with the
Niceville college, which has

offered it an outdoor training
ground. 
Healing Paws, based in Fort

Walton Beach, trains service dogs
for veterans grappling with post-
traumatic stress disorder (PTSD),
traumatic brain injury, or military
sexual trauma.  The program,
offered at no cost, is aimed at
reducing veteran suicide rates.

The organization has had 12
graduates since 2015, when it was
founded by Mike Arena, a retired
Air Force medic, and by Sheila
Hale.
“Being a medic, he very much

wanted to give back to the veter-
ans,” Hale said of Arena.
Healing Paws rescues dogs

from shelters, provide them train-
ing, and partner them with a veter-
an who also goes through training. 
Each animal must pass rigor-

ous testing and training before
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Healing Paws Program gradu-
ates Matt rumple and his serv-
ice dog, Scout, and Heidi luke
and her service dog, Hero.
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By Mike griffith
Beacon Correspondent

Valparaiso city commission-
ers tentatively agreed Monday to
a proposed land swap between
the city and Ruckel Properties.
The swap, if given final approval,
would exchange a parcel of city-
owned land along Glendale
Avenue for a Ruckel parcel on
Valastics Avenue.
The Ruckel land, at 800

Valastics Ave., is not far from a
new, privately operated indoor
shooting range. The parcel has
had drainage problems in the
past, making it difficult to build
anything there. By obtaining it,
said Valparaiso City
Administrator Carl Scott, the city
would be able to use the parcel as
a site for a stormwater retention
basin, improving drainage for

surrounding properties and con-
trolling rainwater runoff.
In return, Ruckel Properties

would obtain the Glendale parcel,
a piece of relatively flat land
overlooking a deep, heavily
wooded ravine with a pond at the
bottom. No one from Ruckel
Properties, a real-estate develop-
ment company based in
Niceville, attended the commis-
sion meeting, and information on
its intentions was not immediate-
ly available.
Mayor Brent Smith said that

both parcels are estimated to be
worth around $10,000 apiece. He
said the city has no planned use
for the parcel on Glendale to be
traded to Ruckel.
Valparaiso resident Terri

Robles spoke against the pro-

Hundreds of people spent Saturday at the 12th annual estuary Festival at Fred gannon rocky Bayou State Park.  Some 20 organizations offered hands-on dis-
plays and activities to raise environmental awareness.  attendees learned about area wildlife, investigated organisms found in waterways, and paddled the
waters of rocky Bayou in kayaks.  youngsters had fun participating in a scavenger hunt and painted their own T-shirts. Florida Department of Health workers
fitted 35 children with bicycle helmets, including Korra and Vera griffin, ages 6 and 4, pictured. Beacon photos by Paula Mims

Saving 2 lives at once
Rescued dogs are trained
for service to veterans

Valparaiso mulls swap
of land with developer

By Mike griffith
Beacon Correspondent

Members of the Niceville-
Valparaiso Regional Sewer
Board heard from engineering
consultant Nick Mignone dur-
ing their April 4 meeting, and
discussed various approaches to
stabilizing the amount of nitri-
fying bacteria at the sewage
treatment plant which serves
Niceville and Valparaiso.
Mignone, who has years of

experience working with
sewage treatment plants around
the United States, has been vis-

Celebrating the great outdoors
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Sewer plant
microbes
discussed
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A+ Painting
Advanced Home Repair
Bayou Book Co.
Bayou Tree Service
Best Buy Carpet
BHHS PenFed Realty
Carriage Hills Realty
CCB
Dermatology Surgery Center

Diamond Works
E&D Pressure Wash
Eglin Federal Credit Union
Emerald Coast Boat Club
Geico
Gulf Coast Dental
Gulf Coast Hearing Center
Holy Name of Jesus
Immanuel Anglican Church

John Nguyen M.D.
L'Orange Auto
Lighthouse Therapy
Lowes
Marie's Miniute Maids
Mattress Depot
McLaughlin Funeral Home
Niceville Family Dental
Niceville Insurance Agency

North Okaloosa Medical Center
Northwest Florida State College
Ollie's Bargain Outlet
One Hour A/C & Heating 
Publix 
Purdy Painting
Ritz Salon
Rocky Bayou Country Club
Simpler Carpet

Smileology BWB
Southern Breeze Healthcare
Strange Colt Brewery
Summit II in Hair
Twin Cities Transmission
Winn-Dixie

Twenty-four chorus members were chosen from niceville High School to participate in the Florida Music education association’s 2019
all-State Chorus held recently in Tampa. Top row, from left: Josh Smith, grant ransom, Ben Smith, Caleb Moser, Christopher Tynan.
Third row: ricky Kozak, Davis Brown, Joe Decker, rafe Baum. Second row: Hannah Vitt, Jessica Sanders, Sophia Contratto, Hannah
Sjostrom, Kalani yen, Caleb Huston, Michael Dunn. Front row: laura Kate Pace, Felipe Siquara, Jenna Skalicky, elise Figueroa, Holly
Chavis, Julianna roberts, Sarah James. 

NHS Chorus members named All-State 

State may
seek death
penalty
in slaying
Beacon Staff

Prosecutors are considering
seeking the death penalty for a
Bluewater Bay man accused of
stabbing to death his 3-year-old
son.
Frederick R. Franken Sr. has

been indict-
ed by the
Oka loosa
C o u n t y
Grand Jury
on a charge
of first
degree pre-
meditated
m u r d e r
and/or first
d e g r e e
felony mur-
der, Bill Eddins, state attorney for
the First Judicial Circuit, said
Monday.

Please see Slaying, page a-5

Please see Sewer, page a-8

Frederick
Franken Sr.



graduating as a service dog.
“These dogs are very in tune

with their handlers,” Hale said.
“We can make a lot of noise.
People can come up and try to
play with them, but they are totally
focused on their handlers. That’s
part of what a service dog does.”

Those in the organization have
naturally noticed that the public
does not always know what to do
with service dogs, and have dealt
with it firsthand.

“When you walk up to a serv-
ice dog, you are distracting the
dog from its job,” said Matt
Rumple, a Healing Paws graduate
who also works with the program
in outreach. 

A service dog “can replace
things like medication,” said Heidi
Luke, another graduate. “They’re
holistic. We’re not saying replace
your current health management,
whatever that is. We encourage
you to add this to your toolbox.”

All three spoke to wanting the
community to know and under-
stand that service dogs are trained

and always on duty. 
“It is very frustrating when

people try to pass off pets as serv-
ice dogs,” Luke said. Healing
Paws dogs “go through a lot of
training. If you bring an untrained
animal into the public, one that
isn’t certified, they can put service
dogs at risk. “

The dogs do go through great
training, but that doesn’t mean the
veterans are allowed to sit back
and let their dog do all the work.
Veterans seeking a Healing Paws
dog must complete a 22-page
application, be mentally and phys-
ically capable of taking care of the
animal, must take responsibility
for it.

“Statistically, if a veteran is at a
point to ask for help, it is probably
going to be the last time they ask
for help,” Hale said. “If they open
it up and the length intimidates
them, we do our best to sit down
and help them. But by completing
that long application they show
that they are really wanting it, that
they’re committed to getting
help.”

Arena said that before he part-
nered with his own service dog
five years ago, “I felt useless. I
very much felt like I couldn’t give
back. I couldn’t do anything.”

“I kind of turned around when
I had my dog Orion,” Arena said.
“I could re-engage again. I wasn’t
the same as I was before my
injuries but I was better. He makes
me better, makes me want to do
things. He has my back.”

Arena knew that if a service
dog could work for him, then it
could potentially work for others
as well. It helped him get his life
back, including family and
friends. He wanted to help those
who were in similar dark places.
The organization began with one
veteran and that particular training
took a little longer than usual, but
the results were equally life-
changing.

“We ventured, as every non-
profit and business does, from
crawl, to walk, to run,” Arena said.
“I think we’re at our walk stage
right now. So it’s about getting out
into the community, making the
community aware these are serv-
ice dogs who do specific tasks to
help and allow veterans to be a
better version of themselves.”

As a nonprofit, the organiza-
tion naturally has plenty of needs.
They are looking for a vehicle so
that they can train together instead
of all driving individually. They
are also looking for an indoor
facility that can be used to train the
dogs. Another big need is for
sponsors. Service dogs can cost
between $10,000 and $25,000 to
train. Those who can pledge
$5,000 will be given naming
rights, are invited to follow them
online, and are welcomed to be
part of that veteran and canine
team’s graduation.

The organization has a website
and a Facebook page. Healing
Paws for Warriors welcomes vol-
unteers and donations.

Page A-2                                                                                                                                                              Wednesday, April 10, 2019THE BAY BEACON

729-1223
908 S. Palm Blvd. Niceville

www.nicevillefamilydentalcenter.com

Providers for Cigna Savings Plan, Assurant Insurance, 
and United Concordia Elite Plus

Most Insurance Plans Filed

• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Veneers
• Full Mouth Restorations
• Implants
• Crowns/Bridges
• Comprehensive Care
• Children of all ages

• New patients welcome!
• Accept all PPO dental    

insurances
• In house dental insurance 

offered!

Dr. Jordan Harper
Now practicing at 

Niceville Family Dental Center
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“He has my back,” says Healing Paws cofounder Mike Arena of
his service dog, Orion.                     Beacon photo by Cynthia Richardson

Fire Department Reports

North Bay
The North Bay Fire District responded to the 
following calls from April 1-7, 2019.

Street Situation Date Time
Antiqua Cv.....................EMS call ............................4/1/19........14:20
Lancaster Dr..................Medical assist....................4/1/19........13:59
N. St. Andrews Cv.........EMS call ............................4/1/19........14:10
Eastern St......................Dispatched & cancelled...4/1/19.........16:38
E. Hwy. 20.....................Vehicle accident ................4/1/19........19:32
Hickory St. .....................EMS call ............................4/1/19........20:52
N. White Point Rd.........EMS call ............................4/1/19........23:48
Nelson Point Rd............EMS call ............................4/2/19........06:45
Magnolia Plantation Blvd..Vehicle accident ............4/2/19........14:24
Scenic Hwy....................Dispatched & cancelled....4/2/19........15:50
E. Hwy. 20.....................Dispatched & cancelled....4/3/19........00:55
E. Hwy. 20.....................EMS call ............................4/3/19........01:18
Norwich Cir....................EMS call ............................4/3/19........15:16
Live Oak St....................Medical assist....................4/3/19........16:58
Live Oak St....................Dispatched & cancelled....4/4/19........03:17
E. Hwy. 20.....................Vehicle accident ................4/4/19........10:55
27th Street.....................Dispatched & cancelled....4/4/19........13:41
Malta Cove....................EMS call ............................4/4/19........15:37
S. Bristol Ct. ..................EMS call ............................4/4/19........17:29
Live Oak St....................Medical assist....................4/4/19........20:55
S. R. 293 .......................Vehicle accident ................4/5/19........04:11
N. White Point Rd.........EMS call ............................4/5/19........05:21
N. White Point Rd.........EMS call ............................4/5/19........10:12
Merchants Way.............EMS call ............................4/5/19........17:54
Ridgewood Way............EMS call ............................4/5/19........18:05
Cat Mar Rd....................Service call ........................4/5/19........23:37
White Point Rd..............Vehicle Accident................4/6/19........01:07
Visit northbayfd.org for more information.

posed land swap, saying the par-
cel on Glendale is part of what
should be a city park, and should
not be handed over to a private
entity. She said the adjoining,
city-owned ravine has potential
as parkland, because the forest
and pond within it could provide
a scenic recreation area, and are
currently the home of a wide
variety of native species, to
include many types of butterflies
and fireflies. 

However, Robles said, the
ravine has, in the past, been used
as a landfill, and currently con-
tains a number of castoffs, to
include old rusting refrigerators,
car bodies, and construction
debris, which would have to be
cleared out if the ravine is ever
developed into a park.

Smith and Scott said that the
city has some long-range plans to
clean up the ravine and turn it

into a park, but nothing specific
in mind yet, as making a park out
of the ravine would require what
Smith called “money that we
don’t have,” unless the city can
find grant money, or possibly use
some of the city’s share of infra-
structure improvement funds
from a recently approved
Okaloosa County sales tax.

After some further discussion,
the city commission voted 4-0 to
authorize Scott and City Attorney
Hayward Dykes to negotiate a
tentative agreement with Ruckel
Properties, which would then be
brought back to the commission
for further discussion and possi-
ble approval.

In other business, commis-
sioners discussed a request from
Doc’s Oyster Bar, located on
John Sims Parkway along the
shore of Toms Bayou, to allow an
addition to be built at the estab-
lishment, which would include
new restrooms, a new bar area on

LAND
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Arrests
On March 21 the Okaloosa

Sheriff’s office arrested Justin T
Wells, 32, a server, at large, on a
charge of shoplifting. 
The arrest was made on a war-

rant stemming from an incident in
Niceville on Jan. 7 in which Wells
had been seen taking a massager,
valued at $31.83, from Walmart,
and returning the item in
exchange for a gift card, then
exiting the store.

* * *
On March 25 the Okaloosa

Sheriff’s office arrested Jeffrey
Daniel Goodwin, 29, of 593 Hill
Ln., Niceville, on a charge of pro-
bation violation, misdemeanor.

* * *
On March 25 the Okaloosa

Sheriff’s office arrested Paul
Rodney Gunnels, 50, of 593 Hill
Ln., Niceville, on a charge of pro-
bation violation, misdemeanor.

* * *
On March 25 the Okaloosa

Sheriff’s office arrested
Samantha Ann Jung, 46, of 1605
18th St., Niceville, on a charge of
contempt of court.

* * *
On March 26 Ronald Edward

Jacobs, 49, of 640 Carr Dr.,
Niceville, was booked into
the Walton County jail on
a charge of driving
while license suspend-
ed, third or subsequent
offense.

* * *
On March 26

Niceville police arrested
Antonio Berand Gray, 31,
no address listed, on a charge of
driving while license suspended,
first offense. 
A Niceville officer clocked

Gray traveling at 50 m.p.h. in a
35 m.p.h. zone on State Road 20
near State Road 85, and made a
traffic stop. During the stop, a
police database indicated that
Gray’s driver’s license was sus-
pended.

* * *
On March 27 Valparaiso

police arrested Crystal Lynn
Keenum, 41, of 434 Valparaiso
Pkwy., #7, Valparaiso, on a Santa
Rosa County warrant for fraud.

* * *
On March 27 the Okaloosa

Sheriff’s office arrested Rickey
Allen Caillouet, 46, of 509 23rd
St., Niceville, on charges of fail-
ure to appear for a misdemeanor
offense, and failure to appear for
a felony offense.

* * *
On March 27 the Okaloosa

Sheriff’s office arrested Antonio
Berand Gray, 31, of 402 Edge
Ave., Valparaiso, on an out of
county warrant.

* * *
On March 27 Niceville police

arrested Rickey Allen Caillouet,
46, homeless, on charges of pos-
sessing a controlled substance

without a prescription and drug
equipment possession and/or use. 
A Niceville officer saw

Caillouet mowing grass at the
edge of Bailey Drive, and recog-
nized him as someone with an
active warrant from the Okaloosa
Sheriff’s office. He detained
Caillouet, and after a Miranda
warning, Caillouet said he had
methamphetamine in his pockets. 
A subsequent search of

Caillouet revealed suspected
methamphetamine which field
tested positive, as well as three
used hypodermic syringes.

* * *
On March 28 the Okaloosa

Sheriff’s office arrested John
Anthony Wilkinson, 31, of 318
Nathey St., Niceville, on two
counts of probation violation;
misdemeanor.

* * *
On March 28 Niceville police

arrested Julie Joann Morrow, 34,
of 535 McClelland St.,
Crestview, on charges of shoplift-
ing and drug equipment posses-
sion and/or use. 
Morrow had been seen con-

cealing items inside her purse in
Walmart, then entering a maroon
Buick four-door sedan and
departing. A Niceville police
officer later stopped a vehi-
cle matching the descrip-
tion. 

The officer detained
Morrow and brought her
back to Walmart, where
she was identified by a
store employee as the sus-

pect. The total value of items
taken was $74.36. A search of

the vehicle revealed drug para-
phernalia, including a glass
smoking pipe and a “Choy-
Boy”—a copper device common-
ly used to filter drugs.

* * *
On March 29 Niceville police

arrested Isabella Constance
Bailey, 19, of 221 Northeast Staff
Dr., Fort Walton Beach, on a
charge of marijuana possession,
not more than 20 grams. 
An officer observed a black

Kia Forte with Kentucky plates,
driven by Bailey, traveling at 49
m.p.h. in a 35 m.p.h zone, and
made a traffic stop. During the
stop, the officer smelled the odor
of marijuana, and a probable-
cause search of the vehicle
revealed suspected marijuana
which field tested positive for
THC.

* * *
On March 30 Niceville police

arrested Michael Adrian Billick,
36, of 9848 County Hwy. 183 S.,
Ponce de Leon, on a charge of
shoplifting. He had been seen
swapping price stickers at
Walmart to purchase items valued
at $32.54 for only $11.41.

* * *
On March 31 Niceville police

arrested Sean Michael Fox, 43, a

store employee, of 950 Rue de
Palms, Niceville, on charges of
simple assault on an officer, and
resisting or obstructing an officer
without violence. An officer was
sitting in his patrol car, stopped
on Judith Avenue while complet-
ing a call for service. 
Fox approached the patrol car

and very aggressively beat on the
window to get the officer’s atten-
tion. The officer got out, and Fox
told the officer he wanted him to
“look something up for him,” and
said the officer had arrested him
recently, “but those charges will
be dropped.” 
The officer smelled an odor of

alcohol coming from Fox, who
refused several lawful commands
to back away.  Fox moved aggres-
sively toward the officer, leading
the officer to believe he intended
to engage in a physical alterca-
tion, at which point the officer
seized Fox in order to detain him.
Both men fell to the ground dur-
ing a brief struggle, where the
officer was finally able to detain
Fox.

Other
On March 25 the Okaloosa

Sheriff’s office responded to an
address on E. State Rd. 20
regarding some found
narcotics.

* * *
On March 25 the

Okaloosa Sheriff’s
office responded to an
address regarding a
report of battery.

* * *
On March 25 the Okaloosa

Sheriff’s office responded to an
address on West Cat Mar Road
regarding a report of theft.

* * *
On March 25 the Okaloosa

Sheriff’s office responded to an
address regarding a report of bat-
tery.

* * *
On March 26 Niceville police

responded to Lions Park where a
caller said she had seen a man
with what appeared to be a purple
handgun in his waist, who was
following some females and kept
looking around. Police located

the man and took him into cus-
tody.

* * *
On March 26 Niceville police

responded to the Coffee Shoppe
on John Sims Parkway regarding
a report of a man in the parking
lot spray painting a vehicle black.
Police contacted the man, who
did not have a valid driver’s
license, and advised him that he
could not drive the vehicle with-
out one.

* * *
On March 26 Niceville police

received a report from someone
who said that a suspicious older
man had approached their daugh-
ter near a church on Valparaiso
Boulevard that afternoon. The
man had allegedly driven out of
the parking lot in a navy blue van,
and followed the daughter,
attempting to make conversation
with her and asking her how old
she was.

* * *
On March 27 the Okaloosa

Sheriff’s office responded to an
address regarding a narcotics
misdemeanor.

* * *
On March 27 Valparaiso
police responded to a 911
call from an address which
sounded like a woman
who was being beaten.
When police arrived,
they found two highly
intoxicated mutual com-
batants. No arrest was
made, and the male party

departed the area.
* * *

On March 27 Niceville police
responded to an address on
Beaver Run Road, where a Smith
& Wesson 9 mm gun had been
taken from a vehicle. The owner
was not sure if the vehicle had
been locked.

* * *
On March 27 Niceville police

responded to the College Park
Condominiums regarding a dis-
turbance.

* * *
On March 28 the Okaloosa

Sheriff’s office responded to an
address regarding a report of bat-

tery.
* * *

On March 28 the Okaloosa
Sheriff’s office responded to an
address on Cedar Street regarding
a report of theft.

* * *
On March 28 the Okaloosa

Sheriff’s office responded to an
address on Quince Avenue
regarding an internet fraud.

* * *
On March 28

Niceville police
responded to an address
on Julia Avenue regard-
ing a report of two men
driving a car, exiting the
car while it was moving, and
jumping on top. Police were
unable to locate any such per-
sons.

* * *
On March 29 the Okaloosa

Sheriff’s office responded to an
address regarding a report of bat-

tery.
* * *

On March 30 Niceville police
responded to Turkey Creek Park
to assist EMS and fire department
personnel with what was initially
reported as a near drowning. 
Upon arrival, authorities

learned that a family had been
swimming together, when some

younger children, who were
unable to swim but were
wearing flotation devices,
had been pulled away
from their parents by a
strong current, and the
mother, who had asthma,

had begun to have a panic
attack.
Further investigation indicated

that no one had gone underwater
or nearly drowned, and everyone
was rescued successfully. EMS
personnel gave the mother some
breathing treatment, and she was
released at the scene.
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Police Blotter
The following accounts of the activities of police are according 

to records of the Niceville and Valparaiso police departments, the Okaloosa
County and Walton County sheriff’s offices, other law-enforcement agencies,

and the Okaloosa County and Walton County jails.

Steven G. Robinette D.D.S.
Practicing in NW Florida with

more than 25 years of experience.

4566 Hwy 20 East Suite 108 • Niceville  |  Located in Courtyard Plaza Bluewater Bay

gulfcoastdental.com

“Serving the Emerald Coast for over 22 years!”

Introducing LASER Periodontal TherapyTM for treating gum Disease
FDA Approved

To us, dentistry is a science and an art that can create a beautiful
smile and restore your health. We provide gentle, quality, cosmetic

dentistry and oral health care in a friendly and comfortable settting!

CROWNS • DENTURES • DENTAL IMPLANTS
EXTRACTIONS • ROOT CANALS • TOOTH COLORED FILLINGS

Smile with
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again!

GGUULLFF  CCOOAASSTT  DDEENNTTAALL,,  LLLLCC
STEVEN G. ROBINETTE D.D.S.

University of Tennessee Dental
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3 Intra-oral camera (see your mouth the way we can)

3 Preventative dentistry
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3 Full service dentistry
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3 Oral Sedation Available

(850) 897-9600
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lane Closure
The south bound lane of Cedar

Avenue between Elm Street and
John Sims Parkway will be closed
on Wednesday April 10, starting at 9
am; detour signs will be posted.
This work is for the repair of the
roadway; motorists should avoid
this area if at all possible.  If you
have any questions, please call the
Public Works office at 850-279-
6436, Ext. 2004.
BwB garden Club

The Bluewater Bay Garden Club
will have their next meeting on
Thursday, April 11, at 9:30 a.m. (9
a.m.) social time, at the Bluewater
Bay Clubhouse on
Bluewater Boulevard.

Our Guest speaker
will be Dave Gordon,
Okaloosa Master
Gardener, who will give
us a program on Wildflowers. You
will find this interesting and bring
along a welcomed guest and have
lunch with us. For further informa-
tion, call Donna Lassiter at 897-
4667.
Senior Citizens Club

Twin Cities senior citizens club
will meet on April 11 at 1 p.m. at
268 Glenview Avenue, Valparaiso.
Entree will be provided.  Please
bring a covered dish to share.  Come
join us for bingo, good food and

friendship. For more information,
call 850-543-0869.
adobe photoshop training

Do you want to work in the
Graphic Arts field, or learn how to
create a website or a video to pro-
mote your business, or maybe just
breathe new life into some of those
old family photos on your comput-
er? If so, then our Adobe Photoshop
may be for you. We can get you
ready for the nationally recognized
Adobe Certified Associate and
Adobe Certified Expert certifica-
tions. Valparaiso Goodwill Career
Campus Training Center will be
providing free photoshop training
classes beginning in early May. This
is a hands-on class so participants
will be completing exercises during
the class session. There are some
prerequisites to be able to attend and
seating is limited so you must
reserve your spot. Call 850-729-
8690 to register before April 30.
Located at 143 N. John Sims Pkwy.
NwF reads

Thursday, April 11, selected stu-
dent poets and writers published in
this year's Blackwater Review will
read and perform their pieces at a
casual event at 6 p.m. in the McIlroy
Gallery.

For more information contact
NWF Reads Director Dr. Beverly
Holmes at 850-729-6032 or
holmesb@nwfsc.edu. For a full list
of NWF Reads events, visit
nwfsc.edu/nwfreads.
indoor soccer league

Crosspoint is now accepting reg-
istrations for the
Crosspoint Youth Indoor
Soccer League. The
league is for children
ages 4 years to grade 4.
The deadline for regis-
tration is April 12. For more infor-
mation about the league, please visit
our website at

yourcrosspoint.org/recreation/
Youth Indoor Soccer.
20th anniversary celebration

White-Wilson Medical Center is
inviting the community to join them
in celebrating 20 years in Niceville
on Saturday, April 13. The family-
friendly celebration will take place
at White-Wilson’s Niceville cam-
pus, 2001 E. Hwy 20 from 9:30 a.m.
until noon.

The celebration will feature chil-
dren’s activities, bounce houses,
face painting and games, as well as
car seat safety checks, free health
screenings, giveaways, cake and
refreshments. Special visitors will
include the Okaloosa County
Sheriff’s Department, the North Bay
Fire District and J.R. the Northwest
Florida State College mascot.
mozart’s requiem & Stars of
tomorrow

Join the Northwest Florida
Symphony Orchestra on April 13 at
7:30 p.m. for a farewell
letter from the greatest
composer of all time fea-
turing Northwest Florida
Symphony Chorale. 

Join us at 6:30 p.m. for a pre-con-
cert talk with Maestro Devin Patrick
Hughes in the Mainstage Theater.
Limited seating available. Attendees
must have concert ticket.  Ticket cost
is $25 and can be purchased by call-
ing  850-729-6000 or visit the web-
site at mattiekellyartscenter.org.
evening with an author

The Friends of the Niceville
Public Library would you like to
invite you to join them for an excit-
ing evening with Major League
Pitcher and Author, Skip
Lockwood.  This program will be
held in the Niceville Community
Center, 204 Partin Drive N., on
Tuesday, April 16, at 6:00 p.m.   

As an added bonus, author
Kathleen Lockwood will join her
husband and share an inside look at
the life outside the ballpark.

Their books, “Insight Pitch: My
Life as a Major League Closer” and
“Major League Bride: An Inside
Look at Life Outside the Ballpark”
will be available for purchase and
author signing.

If you have questions please call
the Niceville Public Library at 850-
279-4863 x 1504.

Book Signing
Meet local author, Angela Yuriko

Smith on Tuesday, April 16 from 10
a.m. – Noon in the Niceville Library.
She will have copies of her Stoker
nominated Bitter Suites, as well as
copies of her new poetry book avail-
able for purchase and author signing.
garden Club meeting

On April 17, Dara Dobson will
present “Gardening With Native
Plants.”  Dara, a Walton County
Master Gardener and the owner of 7
Pines Nursery in DeFuniak Springs,
is an advocate for using native plants
in our landscapes to sup-
port our insect pollinators,
birds and wildlife. Learn
how using native plants
will also reduce the need
for pesticides, fertilizer and extra irri-
gation.

The Valparaiso Garden Club will
meet at 9 a.m. on Wednesday, April
17, at Trinity Presbyterian Church
Fellowship Hall located at 44
Southview Avenue in Valparaiso.

Visitors and new members are
welcome.
easter Services & activities

St. Jude’s Episcopal Church, 200
Partin Drive, Niceville has
announced the schedule for the 2019
Easter services and activities.
Wednesday, April 17, the construc-
tion of the Easter Garden and Egg
Coloring will take place at 4:30p.m.
The Tenebrae Service will
be held at 6:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, April 17. The
Maundy Thursday service
will be held Thursday, April
18 at 6:00 p.m. There will
be a Good Friday service at noon on
Friday, April 19. Stations of the Cross
will take place on Friday evening,
April 19, at 6:00 p.m. There will be
two services on Easter Sunday morn-
ing, April 21 - at 8:00 a.m. and 10:30
a.m. An Easter Egg Hunt will follow
the 10:30 service.
luncheon & Fashion Show

NWFL Retired Officers’ Wives
Club Luncheon and Fashion Show,
Thurs, Apr 18, 10:30 a.m. Social,
11:00 a.m. Lunch $12 at Eglin Golf
Course Restaurant located at 1527
Fairway Dr., Niceville. New
Members – wives of retired officers
from all services – always welcome.
RSVP for lunch or for more info call
Laura 850-897-8079.

LighthouseTherapyofNiceville.com

Cozette (Cozy) Drake, LCSW
Specializing in PTSD, trauma and anxiety

AffordAble MentAl HeAltH counSeling
Sliding ScAle feeS

1821 John sims Parkway e., niceville

850-396-2795

$10 Session Fee IF Income is <$25k

2019
1

2
3

4
5

6
7

9
10

11
12

13
14

16
17

18
19

20
21

8

15

E-mail items to
info@baybeacon.com 
by 5 p.m. Wednesday.

CALENDAR
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209 Government ave., niceville • 678-7925

Sales & installation
Free estimates

mon.-Fri. 8am - 5pm
Sat. by appointment

SimpLer Carpet & tiLe, inC.

Serving Niceville-Valparaiso for 50 years

Browse our selection of Hardwood & Laminate

Carriage Hills realty, inc.
1821 John Sims pkwy. • Niceville, Florida 32578

www.CarriageHills.com •  realtOr@CarriageHills.com

(850) 678-5178
Carriage Hills Realty, Inc.

The Best Selling Homes in Our Area Have One
Thing in Common…

CALL OUR OFFICE TODAY WITH ANY QUESTIONS. 

1900 Cottage Grove Lane, Niceville – 3/2.5 - 1,708 SF - $229,900
Rare ground floor Master suite townhome! Gourmet kitchen features plenty of storage
and counter space and also opens into the spacious living area. Florida room. End unit.

1503 26th Street, Niceville – 3/2 – 1,627 SF- $284,900
**TO BE BUILT** Craftsman style home has all the comforts and conveniences of modern

living: Kitchen has large walk-in pantry, and large central island w/ breakfast bar.

4242 Ida Coon Circle, Niceville – 4/2 – 1,951 SF - $339,900
Open floor plan with plenty of living space. Modern kitchen has custom wood cabinetry

with soft-close drawers, and large island with breakfast bar. Master Suite features a
huge walk-in closet, linen closet, dual vanity sinks and large walk-in shower.

22 Southwind Court, Niceville – 4/2.5 – 2,401 SF - $449,000
Gated community.  Upgrades including flooring, complete interior repaint, granite counters

in kitchen and all bathrooms, new bathroom lighting and mirrors, and new appliances. 
Situated on quiet cul de sac. 

325 Killarney Road, Niceville – 4/3.5 – 3,066 SF - $539,900
Rocky Bayou Estates. Large corner lot (.43 acre). Crown molding. Open kitchen with

new granite counters/sinks, maple cabinetry and newer stainless appliances plus island.
Florida room leads out to full length screened patio. Spacious 3 car garage.

HOme repair

•Vinyl Siding
•Screen Rooms
•Crown Moulding
•Replace Rotten 

Wood & Screens
•Door Installation

Lic# RX0066839

585-9511

advertise your
business in this

size space for only
$22.50 per week.

(minimum 8 weeks.)
Call US 

at 678-1080
or email

info@baybeacon.com
Ad design & layout 

no extra charge.

advertiSe Here!

At Your Service
THE BAY BEACON’S

tree ServiCe

actually
licensed & insured

678-9339

Don’t be fooled by
False Ads...

Demand Proof of 
comp & Liability!

Bayou
Tree

Service

preSSUre waSHiNg

(850) 699-7866

Houses
Drive-ways
Fencing

Dock
RVs
Decks

“No Job Too Small”

Licensed & Insured

E&D

Pressure

Washing

q4

q4

q4

q4

q4

q4

paiNtiNg & preSSUre CleaNiNg

Where quality makes the grade!

• Interior & Exterior

• Textured Ceilings

• Pressure Washing

• Licensed & Insured

A+ Professional

APlusProfessionalPaintingInc.com

call today for a 
Free eStimate!

Locally owned
& operated

ANGie'S LiSt
Service Provider 
of the Year 2013,
2014, 2015, 2016

2017 & 2018

Painting

(850) 225-0981

Beasley’s Lawn & 
Pressure Washing

Service
Affordable, Dependable, and Local

Carl Beasley
850-737-1064

beasleyslcpws@gmail.com

Serving Niceville, Fl
and Surrounding Areas

Military Owned and Operated

lawN Care

CleaNiNg ServiCe

paiNtiNg & preSSUre CleaNiNg

NewSpaper delivery
immediate OpeNiNgS

earn extra cash of $45 to $140 or
more each week in your spare time!
The Bay Beacon seeks a reliable
independent contractor to insert,
bag, and deliver newspapers
Tuesday night.  you must be over
21 and have a reliable vehicle, a
good driving record, a Florida
driver’s license, and proof of current
liability insurance.  no collecting
duties.  earnings vary according to
route and work load.  stop by the
Bay Beacon for an information
sheet and to fill out an application.
The Beacon 1181 e. John sims
Parkway, niceville  •  678-1080
(Parkway east shopping center
across from PoFolks)

1250 sq.ft. showroom and ware-
house. $925.  800 sq.ft. 4 offices,
common area. $800 includes utili-
ties.  1603 A or B north Partin,
niceville, call 850-830-2665.

experienced caregiver. Light
housekeeping, transport to doctors
appointments, errands, meal
preparation. call Linda ell iott
(850)737-6692.

Dana Pointe neighborhood yard
sale. April 12-13, 7am-12pm. no
earlybirds.

Help wanted

property for rent

Services

yard Sales

CLASSIFIEDSBeacon“Where Buyers and Sellers Meet!”

ServicesServicesServices

Homes for SaleHomes for SaleHomes for Sale

Advertise in
At Your
Service

LeT The 
communiTy know
your Business.

The Bay Beacon,

(850) 678-1080



Poetry Club
The Poetry Club will meet on

April 18 at 11:00 a.m. in room 802 at
Crosspoint Church, Niceville.
Everyone welcome.
Bring your favorite poem or your

own creation to share with us. This
month’s suggested theme is Easter or
Passover, and the suggested form is
Constanza. However, feel free to use
any topic or form you wish.

Please contact Dennis Wilson 279-
3248 for more information.
TCWC luncheon
The Twin Cities Woman’s Club

meets for their monthly luncheon
Wednesday, April 24 at the Bluewater
Bay Golf Clubhouse. Social time is at
11 a.m.; lunch at 11:30 a.m. Cost for
lunch is $15, which includes gratuity.
The guest speakers will be from
Bikers Against Child Abuse.
Reservations required by contacting
Glenda Hudkins, 850-240-1158, no
later than Friday, April 19.

“i’d stay out of it.”

Derek Stearns, 40, 
Niceville, 

chef

“i honestly don’t know. sending in
the Marines would probably just

make things worse.”

Pat Kelly, 62, 
Niceville

What should the us do about the crisis in Venezuela?
Bluewater Bay shopping center

“get rid of Maduro. i think President
Trump is doing the right thing.”

Tim Daley, 58, 
Bluewater Bay, 

builder

“nothing. We love our president,
but we don’t need another war.”

Madeline Octaviani, 68, 
Bluewater Bay, 

homemaker

“We should send food, clothing, and
help the people any way we can.”

Vivian Clark, 63, 
Niceville, 

retired

“We should try to help the people
of Venezuela with whatever aid they

need, but without making more 
enemies for ourselves.”

Don Baltz, 73, 
Valparaiso, 

retired

What should we ask next week? Email your suggested question to: info@baybeacon.com 
Include "Suggested IP question" in the "subject" field.

ThE inquiRing PhoTogRaPhER —by Mike Griffith

THE BAY BEACONWednesday, april 10, 2019                                                                             Page a-5 

$125,000
Lot 11 0.31 acres
Pelican Bay Dr.
Lynn Gauthier (850) 517-6444

(850) 729-0176
1073 E. John Sims Pkwy., Niceville

$469,500
4 beds, 3 baths, 3224 sqft
1055 Roxanna Road, 
Cathy Alley (850) 585-2303
Tiffany Hedges (850) 585-0020

$449,000
Waterfront lot, .57 acres
Lot 26 Gianna Way
Cathy Alley (850) 585-2303
Tiffany Hedges (850) 585-0020

$53,000
Residntial lot, 1.04 acres
Lot 28 Genevieve Way
Cathy Alley (850) 585-2303
Tiffany Hedges (850) 585-0020

$53,000
Residntial lot, .98 acres
Lot 29 Genevieve Way
Cathy Alley (850) 585-2303
Tiffany Hedges (850) 585-0020

$2,450,000
5 beds, 5 baths, 6706 sqft
3308 Broadview Circle
Cathy Alley (850) 585-2303
Tiffany Hedges (850) 585-0020

$263,000
4 beds, 2 baths, 2525 sqft
411 Pendo Place
Mandy Campbell (850) 902-6911

$430,000
146 acre lot
New Ebenezer Rd.
Mandy Campbell (850) 902-6911

$273,500
4 beds, 3 baths, 2190 sqft
1586 Lena Street
Mandy Campbell (850) 902-6911

$295,000
2 beds, 2 baths, 987 sqft
502 Gulf Shore Drive Unit 111
Amanda Grandy (850) 333-2154
Tammy Summers (601) 597-3777

$489,000
3 beds, 2 baths, 1282 sqft
1150 Santa Rosa Boulevard Unit 521
Chanie Erb (850) 585-1665

$203,900
3 beds, 2 baths, 1535 sqft
398 Rosewood Drive
Stephanie Barfield (850) 543-3633

Royce Mitchell, Lic. Broker

$250,500
4 beds, 2 baths, 1993 sqft
1584 Lena Street
Mandy Campbell (850) 902-6911

$330,000
4 beds, 3 baths, 2834 sqft
4696 Lovegrass Lane
Chanie Erb (850) 585-1665

$169,900
3 beds, 2.5 baths, 1280 sqft
734 Legion Drive UNIT 91
Amanda Grandy (850) 333-2154
Tammy Summers (601) 597-3777

$499,000
5 beds, 3 baths, 2905 sqft
4520 Parkview Lane
Amanda Grandy (850) 333-2154
Tammy Summers (601) 597-3777

r

Please consider 
helping 

Children in Crisis 
with an 

Easter Tree 
contribution. 

Help the 
children feel 

special and loved!

850-678-1593
www.bayoubookcompany.com
Oak Creek Shopping Center, Niceville

Open: Mon.-Sat. 9-6

Since 1986

CalEnDaR

Franken was arrested after his
wife discovered him and their son,
Frederick Franken Jr., both suffer-
ing from knife wounds, on the
floor of the family’s Rawlins
Court home, according to a sher-
iff’s report
The boy was declared dead at

the scene.  A knife was found in

the hands of his father, who had
stabbed himself repeatedly,
according to the report.
The murder charge carries a

maximum penalty of death or life
in prison. “The Office of the State
Attorney will be completing a
review of the facts and circum-
stances within 30 days to make a
decision on seeking the death
penalty,” according to a statement
issued by Eddins.

slaying
From page a-1



Call today for a 
FREE Hearing Profile JAMES W. DAME

HAS, BC-HIS

COUPONS

4400 Hwy. 20 E., Ste. 211, Bluewater Bay • (850) 279-4545

HIG H QUAL ITY  •  LO W  PRIC ES  •  E XC EPT IO NAL  SERVIC E

FREE HEARING PROFILE
FOR SENIOR CITIZENS — Like the aging process,
hearing loss is usually a gradual occurrence that very
often goes undetected by the affected person. People
mumbling, asking them to repeat, missing key words,
turning the TV volume too loud are all symptoms of
hearing loss. If you notice one or more of these
symptoms, call today for your appointment.

Expires: 04/30/19Expires: 04/30/19

batteries

$3 per pack
Limit 4

by Varta “Siya 2”

$1,90000

All Models & Sizes
iPhone Compatible

Reg.
$2,20000

BeaconSportSBeaconSportS
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The Ruckel Middle School boys and girls swim teams
defeated Liza Jackson and Bruner in a three-way, 22-event
meet Saturday at the Destin Aquatic Center.  Pictured:
Ruckel’s Megan Lovering in the 50-yard free, and Hidar
Samat swims in the 100-yard IM. The Rams will be back in
action Saturday in Fort Walton Beach when they take on
Meigs and St. Mary. Beacon photos by Paula Mims

Ruckel swimmers win

The Niceville High School track teams contin-
ued to show their dominance by winning the
Okaloosa County Championship track meet last
Wednesday at home.  Both junior varsity teams
and both varsity teams finished first over Fort
Walton Beach, Choctaw, and Crestview.
Pictured, from left:  Grace Hickey, Kate Hurtado,
and Ainslee Bobek in the JV 1,600-meter run.
Bobek finished first, Hurtado fourth, and Hickey
fifth. Inset: Freshman Azareye'h Thomas takes
off.  He finished fifth in the varsity long jump.
District championships take place this week.
Niceville hopes to bring home its fourth district
title in a row. Beacon photos by Paula Mims

Niceville sweeps county track meet An NHS victory on Senior Night

The Niceville High School lacrosse team celebrated their four seniors in style with a 14-3 win April
2 over Fort Walton Beach.  Niceville, now 8-2 in its inaugural season as a sanctioned sport, had
seven different scorers, led by Tyler Kersanac's (pictured) five goals.  Above: Seniors Sailor
Anderson (No. 6), Tyler Kersanac (5), Logan Beatty (4), and Zach Weismann (3) and their families.
The last home game for the Eagles will be on April 12 against West Florida at 6 p.m.  

Beacon photos by Paula Mims



Allie Noah, Children In
Crisis Development Director,
was recently recognized as the
Young Professional of the
Quarter by the Niceville
Valparaiso Chamber of
Commerce. Judy Wiseman
nominated
Noah for
the recog-
nition for
her out-
s t a n d i n g
p r o f e s -
sional and
communi-
ty accom-
plishments.

Noah is a graduate of
Valdosta State University with
a Masters of Public
Administration and a Bachelor
of Fine Arts-Speech
Communication with an
Emphasis in Public Relations.
Prior to her current position
with Children In Crisis, Noah
was the Director of Public
Relations with SETCO
Services of Destin.

* * *
Rocky Bayou Christian

School recently sponsored the
2019 engineering competition.
The competition was held on
March 2, 2019 from 0900 to
1100 in the RBCS gym.  The
school followed the IDEAS
Competition rules.
This year five teams partic-

ipated and all of them flew for
over a minute. The top plane

was built and flown by Lydia
Turner and Rominey Willner
and flew for 2 minutes and 14
seconds. In second place with
a time of 2 minutes and 5 sec-
onds was the plane by Adam
Mistretta. Hannah Suh‘s
plane, flown by Sam
Thomason flew for 1 minute
and 37 seconds, winning third
place.  Also competing were
Christian Phillips’ plane,
flown by his brother David,
and Dylan Rodriguez.  Their
planes were both over 1
minute. 
In the mousetrap car con-

test, Amanda Brannon won
first place, travelling a dis-
tance of 621.5 inches. She was
the only one brave enough to
risk fingers to a mousetrap
In the bridge competition,

first place was the bridge built

by Micah Wyn.  His bridge
held 292 pounds.  Nick
Bowers built the second place
bridge, which held 141
pounds. Gideon Riches also
built a bridge but we were
unable to use the bridge crush-
er on it.

* * *
Quinn Scholz has been an

active member of school and
year-round swimming in
Niceville since he moved here
in 2014.  Having made his
mark at Ruckel Middle School
in both academics and swim-
ming, he went on to do the
same at Niceville High
School.  
During his time at NHS,

Quinn has been honored with
two MVP awards, and three
AAA awards (Academics,
Athletics, and Attitude),

a m o n g
other acco-
l a d e s .
Over the
last three
years, he
s c o r e d
points in
every indi-
v i d u a l
event he
swam representing NHS at
Florida State 3A
Championships, took home
runner-up in three events, and
captured a Florida State
Championship 1st-place title
in the 100 freestyle.  
He will be signing his

Letter of Intent to swim com-
petitively for Florida State
University beginning this fall.

* * *
Nearly 500 students at The

University of Alabama high-
lighted their research and cre-
ative projects during the
Undergraduate Research and
Creative Activity Conference
on March 27. Among them
was Hannah Clayton of
Niceville, whose presentation
was titled "Cultivating
Leadership and Community in
Alabama's Black Belt" in the
Education category.
The 12th annual conference

is hosted by UA's Office for
Undergraduate Research and
the Office for Research and
Economic Development.
Poster presentations are

grouped by research areas -
instead of by academic col-
leges or departments - to align
with national trends of using
interdisciplinary approaches
to problem-solving.

Beacon Express
our Town
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Recently members of Eucheeanna Chapter, Daughters of the
American Colonists, attended the 65th Florida State Assembly
in Orlando. State Officers, Chapter Regents and Committee
Chairmen gave their reports. Committee Chairmen gave
awards to the various chapters who did outstanding work dur-
ing the year. Eucheeanna Chapter received three awards.
Donations were received for State Regent Margaret Nichols’
State Project, EOD Warrior Foundation. L to R.: Barbara Taylor,
Margaret Nichols, Kay Dean Ham.

Local daughters
receive awards

Rocky Bayou Christian School held their annual
community service day, Servolution, recently.
Over 900 students, staff, parents and volunteers
participated. Servolution, formerly known as
Workathon, has been a tradition running for over
30 years. Students, staff and volunteers look for-
ward to rolling up their sleeves each year and
helping beautify their community. Groups
spread out across Niceville, Valparaiso and
Crestview at over 20 work sites. They do general
yard work, raking, gutter clearing, hauling of
unwanted items and more.

Rocky Bayou
family gives back

Who’s News
E-mail items to

info@baybeacon.com

Who’s News

Quinn Scholz

Allie Noah



iting and studying the local
treatment plant, learning about
its operations and trying to help
plant managers come up with
solutions for maintaining a
steady level of bacteria at the
plant.

Nitrifying bacteria, said
Mignone, consist of many dif-
ferent microorganisms, which
create their own miniature ecol-
ogy within a sewage treatment
plant, breaking down nitrogen
and other components of
sewage, while also feeding upon
one another just as animals and
plants feed upon one another in
larger scale environments.

The key to maintaining a sta-
ble level of microorganisms,
Mignone said, is to create an
environment in which they can
thrive. For example, he said, aer-
ation of the sewage must be
maintained to provide the proper
level of oxygen to help microor-
ganisms survive and multiply.
Mignone is expected to continue
working with the sewage treat-

ment plant for the next few
weeks, looking for ways to
maintain and stabilize microor-
ganism levels.

Glenn Stephens, a consulting
engineer to the sewer board,
said that he, plant manager Rick
Helms, and others met with rep-
resentatives of the Florida
Department of Environmental
Protection March 21 to discuss
the status of the plant. 

Stephens said another meet-
ing is set for May 9, and that
June 30 is a target date for get-
ting the plant into compliance
with state standards for nitrogen
levels in effluent.

Maintaining the level of
nitrogen in treated effluent from
the plant has long been a hit-
and-miss affair, said Stephens,
and while DEP officials are
sympathetic and anxious to help
the sewer board find ways to
operate efficiently, they warned
that state standards must never-
theless be met.

Stephens said that a number
of problems have made it diffi-
cult to maintain proper nitrogen

levels in recent months, includ-
ing lightning strikes, and diffi-
culties with a screw press,
pumps, and other mechanical
components.

Stephens said that fortunate-

ly, recent studies of Deer Moss
Creek, whose drainage basin
includes the sewer plant’s efflu-
ent sprayfield, have shown that
the creek is not “impaired”
according to state pollution
standards.  Nor is Rocky Bayou
considered impaired, he said,
although the bayou still remains
on the state’s “study list” of
waterways that might potential-
ly be impaired by pollution,
whether the pollution originates
from the regional sewer plant or
from other sources such as
homes and businesses.

Stephens also said that a new
lightning-protection system
being installed at the sewer plant
is expected to be complete and
operational by April 15. He said
poles and antennas for the sys-
tem have recently been
installed.

Sewer board member and
Niceville City Councilman
Heath Rominger said that there
appears to be “no simple fix” to
the problem of maintaining sta-
ble nitrogen levels in sewage
plant effluent.

the lower deck, and new stairs. 
City Commissioner Kay

Hamilton, who is also the general
manager of Doc’s Oyster Bar,
was not present at the city com-
mission meeting.

Scott said that the Doc’s plan
would include converting a cur-
rent storage area to the new bar
area and restrooms, as well as
redoing some of the deck area at
the restaurant, which overlooks
the bayou. Scott also said, how-
ever, that available parking at
Doc’s is not adequate for the cur-
rent amount of business, and that
adding to the size of the restau-
rant without adding new parking
could be a problem.

Former city commissioner Joe
Morgan spoke against allowing
the expansion. He said that Doc’s
Oyster Bar was originally pro-
posed to the city “as a small oys-
ter shack, but it keeps on grow-
ing.”

“We’ve given an inch,”
Morgan said, “and let the camel’s
nose into the tent, to our own

detriment.”
A Valparaiso resident who

said that he is a neighbor of Doc’s
Oyster Bar said that noise from
the establishment is a nuisance to
neighbors.

Commissioner Jay Denney,
however, said he considers Doc’s
Oyster Bar to be a good neighbor,
and that the business has been
generous in giving to local chari-
ties and helping airmen from
Eglin Air Force Base.

After some further discussion,
commissioners decided to table
the expansion proposal, to allow
time for an engineering study and
for gathering other information
prior to making a decision, which
will likely be done during the
May city commission meeting.

Also during the April 8 meet-
ing, commissioners approved a
contract with Pak Mail, a small
shipping and printing business
based in Bluewater Bay, to scan
blueprints and other city docu-
ments at a cost of $1.50 per page,
up to 1,000 pages. The scanning
project is intended to reduce the
bulk of paper blueprints currently
stored by the city.

April is the month in which
Northwest Florida transitions
from spring into summer. It is the
ideal time to make sure that your
air conditioning system is ready
to face the challenge of another
long, hot Northwest Florida sum-
mer.

“There are several things you
can do to make sure that your
system is ready for the summer,
and to prevent an unexpected
breakdown,” said Jason Ring,
Senior Vice Pres. at One Hour Air
Conditioning and Heating.

Check your filters, and make
sure that they are all clean and in
good condition.

Set your thermostat a little
higher than usual if you plan to go
on vacation or be away from
home for an extended period.
This will save energy.

Make sure that you have the
right type and amount of coolant
in your system.

Clean the outdoor compo-
nents of your system, making
sure that your coils and evapora-
tor are clean, and that the system
is clear of leaves and other
debris.

Clean your condensing unit
and make sure that it is also clear
of leaves and debris.

Check the electrical contacts
and components, especially the

capacitors, to prevent unexpect-
ed electrical problems, especially
during periods of peak activity.

“The easiest way to accom-
plish these things,” said Ring, “is
to call One Hour Air Conditioning
and Heating for a spring check-
up. Our professional technicians
will be happy to come out and
thoroughly check your system, to
let you know of any repairs or
part replacements you need, and

to ensure that your system is
ready to handle the summer heat
and not let you down at a crucial
time, such as when you have
guests over for a summer party,
or in the middle of a hot, muggy
night in July or August. Our
spring checkups generally cost
about $65, and our technicians
can come out any day of the
week that is convenient to you.”

“A spring checkup by One
Hour Air is much more conven-
ient and much less expensive
than having to call for emergency
repair after a sudden breakdown,
and knowing that your system
has been checked in advance will

give you peace of mind through-
out the summer, so you can enjoy
your summer fun with one less
thing to worry about.”

In addition to air conditioning
and heating, One Hour Air can
also help you maintain your
home’s other life support sys-
tems through its sister compa-
nies, Ben Franklin Plumbing and
Mister Sparky Electric.

To schedule an appointment or
request further information, call
850-389-4611 for any air condi-
tioning, plumbing, or electrical
service. You can also visit the
One Hour website at www.one-
hourairnwfl.com.

All Around The Town 

Advertising Feature

One Hour Air Conditioning and Heating
Are you ready for another long, hot summer?

“proper maintenance on your home’s HVaC system will extend the life of
the unit and allow it to keep up with the strain of hot Florida weather.”

“One Hour air technicians can help you prep your HVaC system for the hot and humid Florida summers with
routine maintenance on your system.”

(850) 897-4488

& General repair

Brakes • Water Pumps

Timing Belts • Struts/Shocks

• Expert, Certified Techs
• Detailed Estimates

(850)729-6629

• Quality Parts
• Friendly Service

The Bay Beacon and Beacon Express, incorporating
the Bluewater Breeze, is published every

Wednesday by Bayou Enterprises Inc. 
Free total-market home delivery to Niceville,

Valparaiso, Bluewater Bay and Seminole, as well 
as mid-Walton County from Villa Tasso to 
Basin Bayou, including Choctaw Beach. 

Subscriptions:  One year, mail, $104. 
One year, electronic subscription, $52.

Niceville’s Newspaper

The Bay Beacon
& Beacon Express

1181 E. John Sims Parkway
Niceville, Florida 32578

(850) 678-1080
info@baybeacon.com

Call Today! 678-1977

Hair styling
Hi/Low Lites • shades

Hair Color • perms
pravana perfection

smooth Out

101 e. John sims pkwy. Niceville
Tues-Fri 9-6 • sat 8-2

Evening Appointments
Upon Request

RedKen Color & Products
Kenra Haircare Products

FULL SERVICE HAIR
for ladies & men
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THE BAY BEACON

Deer Moss Creek, which
feeds Rocky Bayou, is not
considered “impaired” under
state pollution guidelines,
according to local officials.

Beacon photo
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